

Brian Adams


Named Software 
Support Consultant
for the
Information Services 
Department







Catherine Ross-Cook


Led the H-F Steppers 
to 1st & 2nd Place 
finishes at 
competitions 
throughout the 
Midwest







Mike O’Neill &
Christina Clark


Brought five students 
to the International 
DECA Conference 
and more than 50 to 
the State DECA 
Conference this year







Alyssa Schmidt


H-F Mock Trial club







Nick Anello


Selected by 
Econ Illinois to 
receive the 
Outstanding 
Economic Educator 
of the Year Award 
for 2017







Led student-athletes 
from the
H-F Girls Tennis 
team to compete at 
IHSA State 


Don Baron







Nate Beebe


Completed an 
apprenticeship at 
the University of 
Kentucky to become 
a Project Lead the 
Way Master 
Teacher in 
Principles of 
Engineering







Jill Bonavia-Galligani


Produced two 
student theatre 
productions and a 
summer theatre 
production







Guided the 
H-F Chess Club to a 
28th Place finish at
IHSA State — its 
best finish there 
since 1997


Matt Bonges







Michael Camp


Made it all the way  
to Week 2 on 
Jeopardy! 
during the
National 
Teachers’ 
Tournament







Led our
VTV Students to 
success in local and
state-wide video 
competitions


Mark Ciesielski







Katie Cole


Helped the
H-F Debate Club
receive a $2,000+ 
grant from Ecolab; 
served as an
IHSA State Final 
Committee 
Member of Debate 
and was nominated 
for Debate Coach of 
the Year







Yin Ding


Earned her 
Master’s Degree in 
Teaching from 
National Louis 
University







Led student-athletes 
from the
H-F Boys Swimming 
& Diving team to 
compete at 
IHSA State 


Keith Dombkowski







Cathy Frederickson


Helped her Reading
class earn the
Achieve 3000 Read to 
Succeed Award







Rachel Giddens


Earned her 
Doctorate of 
Philosophy in 
Special Education 
Leadership from 
Capella University







Stephanie Gioiosa


Selected as a
Claes Nobel 
Educator of 
Distinction by the 
National Society of 
High School 
Scholars







Jane Harper


Appointed to a 
three-year term on 
the Selection 
Committee of the 
Abraham Lincoln 
High School Book 
Award







Led the H-F Girls 
Track & Field team 
to its 2nd Place 
Finish and a 
student-athlete to 
three 1st Place 
awards at
IHSA State 


Zontavius Johnson







Dave Kush


Presented at the 
Illinois Principal 
Association’s 
Annual 
Conference:
Reorienting Your 
Assessment 
Philosophy to 
Improve Learning







Sahar Mustafah


Her short story, 
Failed Treaties, was 
named a finalist in 
Best American 
Short Stories of 
2016, and another 
short story, New & 
Gently Used Hijab, 
was nominated for a 
Pushcart Prize







Led student-athletes 
from the H-F Girls 
Swimming & Diving
team to compete at 
IHSA State 


Eric Olson







J.R. Rose


Honored as a
Distinguished 
Alumnus by
Illinois State 
University’s
School of Theatre 
and produced three 
student productions







Michael Sacks


Guided H-F Boys Tennis 
to IHSA State and 
H-F Mathletes,
H-F Scholastic Bowl & 
H-F Quiz Bowl
to success at many 
tournaments







Janine Stroemer


Earned a Second 
Diamond Degree of 
Membership in the 
National Speech & 
Debate Association’s 
Honor Society







Tony Svozil


Helped five of his 
College Engineering
students secure paid 
summer internships 
with Exelon







Jackie Wargo


Named Interim 
Department Chair 
for the 2017-18
H-F Fine Arts 
Department & was 
appointed to the Board 
of Directors for the 
Illinois High School 
Art Exhibition







Adriana Diachenko & 
Courtney Hendricks


Presented
Engaging the 
Unengaged Reader 
at the Secondary 
Reading League’s 
40th Day of 
Reading 
Conference







Jane Harper &
Alicia Rodriguez


Secured the 
FY17 School 
District Library 
Grant in the
amount of $1,700+







Candi Helsel-Wilk 
& Glen Leyden


Guided the H-F 
Journalism Team to 
an 8th Place finish —
including two State 
Champions — at 
IHSA State







Janet Marks & 
Courtney Pesha


Guided Applied 
Academic students 
to success at the 
FCCLA State 
Competition







Supported the
H-F Boys Track & 
Field team — and a 
State Champion 
relay team — to its
1nd Place Finish
at IHSA State 
Combined Boys 
T&F Finals 


Rob Assise, Nate Beebe, 
Matt Dreger & Jim Schmidt







Coached the
H-F Special 
Olympics Unified 
Basketball team to 
its 1nd Place Finish
at IHSA State


David Dore, Kathy Dreger, 
Brian McLaughlin & Katie Rice







Led our H-F Group 
Interpretation
team to its
3rd Place Finish
at 
IHSA State


Ron Bowden &
Janine Stroemer







Led our H-F Speech 
team to its
11th Place Finish
at IHSA State


Dawn Edwards, Prince Lowe
& Janine Stroemer







Led four of our 
student-musicians to 
the IMEA Festival 
and entertained the 
community with 
concerts each 
quarter


H-F Music Department







Paved the way for 
our student-artists
to have a record-
breaking year of 
success in local and
state-wide art 
competitions


H-F Visual Art Department










